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Senate restores funding to Grand Haven State Police post

LANSING - The Senate today restored state funding to the Michigan State Police post in Grand
Haven and other public-safety programs, announced Sen. Wayne Kuipers, R-Holland.

“It has been a tough road to travel to keep the Grand Haven post open, but today we’ve done that,”
Kuipers said. “Since the governor proposed closing it, | have worked to keep the post open and make
public safety our priority.”

The legislation passed today also restores funding to the Michigan Commission on Law
Enforcement Standards and the Fire Investigation Unit, while ensuring other posts in Oakland
Township and Iron River remain open. Funding for the posts wasn’t included in the main state police
budget approved recently by the Legislature.

The $1.9 million MCOLES cut recommended by the governor would have jeopardized critical
training funds granted to local police departments. With MCOLES grants, police officers take part in
state of the art in-service training that keeps them current on security issues, including homeland-
security matters.

Members of the Michigan State Police Fire Investigation Unit provide assistance to local
governments investigating suspicious fires as well as expert witness testimony in arson trials.
Because most local units of government do not have their own arson investigation expert, the
governor’s recommendation to entirely eliminate the program could have resulted in many of the
state’s suspicious fires going uninvestigated.

“Grand Haven-area residents demand a state police presence on area roads and we’ve ensured that
happens,” Kuipers said.
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